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The Knot.Com Survey Reveals: Sandals Resorts Couples Prefer To Use Travel Agents
~ Sandals Honeymooners are Twice as Likely to Use a Travel Agent~
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[bookmark: _GoBack]MONTEGO BAY - April 30, 2013 – Couples who choose Sandals Resorts for their honeymoon are twice as likely to use a travel agent, according to a 2013 study conducted by top wedding website The Knot.com.  The comprehensive survey of 7,500 qualified members of The Knot Wedding Network show that half (53%) of all Sandals honeymoon couples book through a travel agent versus 28% of total honeymooners.  

“These results demonstrate the integral role travel agents play in the continued success of Sandals Resorts in the honeymoon market, and why we will continue to invest in them with smart marketing tools, relevant education and opportunities to earn more,” says Gary Sadler, Senior Vice President of Sales for Unique Vacations, Inc., an affiliate of the worldwide representatives for Sandals Resorts.   

In addition, the study revealed that 7% of all couples surveyed honeymooned at a Sandals Resort in 2013 and by a margin of 21%, these honeymooners reported that they seek more luxurious accommodations than they would normally book on a regular vacation.  In fact, Sandals newlyweds also like to splurge and book “extras” 87% of the time when compared to 65% of other honeymooners. A private candlelight dinner on the beach is the most popular add-on, while off-site excursions through Island Routes Caribbean Adventures and luxurious treatments at the Red Lane® Spa are also heavily booked.    
 
“We are delighted to see confirmed what we’ve known all along - honeymooners are choosing Sandals Resorts for the brand’s consistent innovation in luxury, service and extras that make each couples’ experience with the brand unique,” said Gordon “Butch” Stewart, Chairman of Sandals Resorts.  According to Stewart, the bridal market – honeymooners as well as couples planning their destination wedding, is an area of continued growth for Sandals Resorts and the company keeps this market top of mind as it continues to evolve.  

“It all begins with the product, delivering an experience that surpasses expectations, from the spectacular suites we’ve introduced to the quality of our restaurants and award-winning service. Then it’s about making sure our partners are experts on that product.  Like our hotels, no two brides and grooms are the same, customization, care and matching couples with the right resort and romantic experience is key and that’s why travel agents will always be central to our success.” 

In an ongoing effort to support and educate travel agents, Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts  created the Sandals WeddingMoons® Specialist Training program, giving agents the opportunity to become certified destination wedding and honeymoon specialists. Since the program began in 2012, more than 800 agents have been trained in the United States and Canada.  Agents learn about the multitude of wedding options available to brides and grooms planning a destination wedding as well as hot new wedding trends including customization that allows agents to earn commission on every single aspect of the Sandals WeddingMoon® experience. Most importantly, agents learn how to grow their businesses from the leaders in the destination wedding and honeymoon industry while sharing strategies and success tips with fellow agents.  


Sandals Resorts:
With 15 stunning beachfront settings, Sandals Resorts has earned a worldwide reputation for providing two people in love with the most romantic vacation experience in the Caribbean.  Sandals Resorts welcomes guests to the islands of Jamaica, Antigua, Saint Lucia, The Bahamas, Barbados and Grenada with a myriad of exclusive amenities from luxurious accommodations and Butler service to gourmet specialty dining and premium wines and spirits.  The award-winning Sandals Resorts is also the perfect venue for dream destination weddings, vow renewals, honeymoons, or what Sandals Resorts has coined WeddingMoons®.  For more information on Sandals Resorts Luxury Included® experience, please visit www.sandals.com.
About Sandals WeddingMoons®
Sandals WeddingMoons® marry the wedding and honeymoon experiences so that brides and grooms can begin their happily ever after in the same beautiful Caribbean location where they say “I do.” Knowing how important customization is for today’s millennial bride, Sandals Resorts introduced Your Wedding. Your Style., allowing couples to personally style and execute their dream wedding at any one of Sandals’ 15 Caribbean resorts. After crafting their vision, a dedicated wedding team both pre-travel and at the resort helps bring it all to life. A WeddingMoon® does not end after exchanging vows but continues for days after as the couple begins their life together with a honeymoon in paradise. 
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