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DIVE INTO DIFFERENCE: SANDALS RESORTS AND BEACHES RESORTS RECOGNIZED BY PADI
~ All Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts Receive PADI Green Star Award ~

MONTEGO BAY, Jamaica – Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts have recently been recognized by PADI for their commitment to conservation and the aquatic environment and have now all received the PADI Green Star Award in honor of this accomplishment.  This achievement helps prove that green initiatives are both environmentally and commercially viable and in turn helps to promote green initiatives among other organizations.  Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts were selected for this prestigious award based on their recognized commitment to the environment, initiatives to help conserve the environment, business marketing strategy, community recognition for environmental excellence, and recognition with divers and within the diving industry.  Resorts who have earned the PADI Green Star Award demonstrate a dedication to conservation across a wide range of business functions, including water conservation, energy use, environmentally friendly transportation, optimized waste management, use of sustainable materials, conservation leadership and more. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]With more than 50,000 certifications, Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts is one of the Top 5 Diving Operations in the Western Hemisphere based on PADI certifications, and one of the Top 10 Diving Operations worldwide. Additionally, all resorts are PADI Five Star Dive Resorts, which are resorts committed to providing quality diver training and continuing education programs that include dive experiences and environmental awareness.  

“There is a difference when guests choose to dive at Sandals and Beaches through our AquaCenter.  With the best in equipment and staff, we offer the most comprehensive SCUBA program in the Caribbean and are committed to preserving the environment at the same time,” says Gordon “Butch” Stewart, Chairman of Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts. “We want our divers to be able to enjoy the beauty of the Caribbean but while still respecting their spectacular surroundings in the ocean.”

Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts’ diving program includes dives with a range of depth between 30 and 130 feet, with top-of-the-line equipment and guided tours provided. Through its comprehensive AquaCenter, diving is included for divers certified by an industry recognized agency; non-certified divers wanting to experience diving for the first time can take the PADI Discover Scuba Diving course for a nominal fee in a special scuba certification pool and dive the same day.

Divers can experience a wide variety of dives, including Coral Reef Dives, Wall Dives, Wreck Dives, Night Dives and Two-Tank Dives, at tons of diving sites throughout the Caribbean ranging from novice to advanced levels.  Additional information about Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts’ SCUBA program can be found at www.sandals.com/scuba and www.beaches.com/scuba. 

# # #
Sandals Resorts:
With 15 stunning beachfront settings, Sandals Resorts has earned a worldwide reputation for providing two people in love with the most romantic vacation experience in the Caribbean.  Sandals Resorts welcomes guests to the islands of Jamaica, Antigua, Saint Lucia, The Bahamas, Barbados and Grenada with a myriad of exclusive amenities from luxurious accommodations and Butler service to gourmet specialty dining and premium wines and spirits.  The award-winning Sandals Resorts is also the perfect venue for dream destination weddings, vow renewals, honeymoons, or what Sandals Resorts has coined WeddingMoons®.  For more information on Sandals Resorts Luxury Included experience, please visit www.sandals.com.

Beaches Resorts:
With three spectacular locations in Turks & Caicos and Jamaica and soon a fourth in Barbados and a fifth in Antigua, Beaches Resorts is the ultimate getaway for every member of the family.  With outrageous waterparks, XBOX® Play Lounge, the Scratch DJ Academy, exclusive Kids Camps, teen nightclubs, Certified Nannies, Butler service, and Red Lane® Spas, Beaches Resorts provides an unrivaled experience in the Caribbean. As a proud sponsor of Sesame Street, Beaches Resorts also offers the Caribbean Adventure with Sesame Street®, where kids can spend their vacation with their favorite friends from the Sesame Street gang with daily activities and weekly stage shows. Beaches Resorts are also the perfect destination wedding and vow renewal venue, offering unrivaled choices for your most special day and the opportunity for the whole family to celebrate together with FamilyMoons®. For more information, please visit www.beaches.com.
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